Simulation in anesthesia: the merits of large simulators versus small simulators.
Anesthesia simulation is generally perceived as involving large simulators that provide a limited number of operating room scenarios, especially crisis management. The scope of both anesthesia and flight simulation is much wider, and this review summarizes the range of the former. The areas where simulation has been used include training, education and science. The diversity of its uses may surprise the reader. The models that are used in simulations are important, and these are discussed in part of the discussion. As a result of the current imbalance in perception, I emphasize the merits of small simulators at the expense of large simulators.